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 Washington-Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced                that the final version of the FY '02 Commerce, Justice, State Appropriations                Bill contained $500,000 for the Northwestern District Attorney's                Office. The funding will support a specialized prosecution unit                to address crimes against persons with disabilities and senior citizens.                

               "Too often the most vulnerable members of society are targets                of crime. This funding will allow the DA's office to devote more                resources to investigating and prosecuting crimes against elders                and persons with disabilities," Olver said.

               The number of incidents against these two populations is often under-reported,                and northwestern Massachusetts has a growing elder population. As                a result, the incidence of elder abuse has increased proportionately.                Persons with disabilities and elders are at a higher risk of abuse                and are currently not monitored by any existing system such as exists                for children and victims of domestic violence. 

               "The Northwestern DA's Office will now have some additional                tools with which to protect our local communities," Olver added.                "I also want to recognize Betsy Scheibel for making this issue                a local priority."

               In addition to providing a single entry point for elder or disabled                victims, their families and service providers, this funding will                allow the office to provide a specially trained Assistant District                Attorney and specialized unit advocate to offer improved supportive                services. This funding will further allow the office to expand its                outreach and education to all segments of the community.
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